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Introduction

In the following paper we will examine the text of Galatians 4.21-5.26 (which has been
provided here along with a translation). First, we will begin by exegeting the text while adding
some expository comments. Second, we will attempt to portray how this text contributes to
Pauline Pneumatology.

Text and Translation

21 Aéyeté poL, oL LTO vouov BéAovteg elval, TOV VOUOV OVK GKOUVETE;
Tell me', those wanting to be under law, do you hear the Law?
2 véypamtol yop Ot APpadgt 800 viovg éoyev, €vo €k Thg Taldlokng kol €ve €k TRg EAcLBEpaC.
For it has been written that Abraham has two sons, one from the salve woman and one from the
free woman.
2B GAL O pev €k Thg Teldlokng kate oopke yeyévvmtal, O 6¢ ék Thg éAcubépag OL émayyeAlog.
But the one from the slave woman was born according to the flesh, and the one from the free
woman through promise.
2 gTive €0TLY GAANYopoUpeva: abTol Yop eloly 600 SLadfikal, i pev amo dpouvg Livd €ig
dovdelow yevvdow, HTig oty “‘Ayap.
These things are spoken of allegorically?, for these woman are two covenants, one from Mount
Sinai, she is bearing children unto slavery; she is Hagar.
% 1o 8¢ ‘Ayap Zwa 0pog €otiv v Tt ApeBle cvotouyel &¢ tf) viv TepoucaAnu, SovAelel Yop

HETO TAV Tékvwv aDTHC.

1 The literal translation would be “you say to me” but idiomatically “Tell me” would be the most fitting
translation as exemplified by ESV, KJV, NASB, NET, NIV, et al.

2 The NET n. 35 argues, “Paul is not saying the OT account is an allegory, but rather that he is constructing
an allegory based on the OT account”. While this may very well be correct this note is interpretive and it seems to
be saying more than Paul did.



Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and she corresponds to the present Jerusalem®, for she is
enslaved with her children.

% 7 8¢ avw TepovoaAnu ErcuBépe. €0Tiy, NTLG €0TLY UTTNP HUOY:

But the “above” Jerusalem, which is our mother, she is a free woman.

77 yéypamtol yap© €0ppavdntL, oTelpa 1 o0 TlkTovow, pRigov kal Bonoov, 1) odk wdlrovow: OTL
TOAAG T& Tékve THG €PMUOL paAlov i Thg €xolong Tov dvdpa.

For it has been written, “Rejoice! Barren woman, the one not bearing children, break forth and
cry aloud, the one who is not travailing (in birth pains), because many more are the children of
the desolate woman than the one having the husband.”

% Duelg 8¢, adeAdol, kot Toodk Emoyyellog Tékvo EOTE.

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.

2 AL GdoTep TOTE O KT OhpKe yevvndelg €dlwker TOV koth Tvedue, oUTwg Kol viv.

But just as then, the one born according to flesh persecutes the one according to Spirit, so also
Nnow.

0 gAML TL Aéyel 1) ypodn; ékPaie THY Taldlokmy kol TOV LLOY adTRC 00 Yap UN KATPOVOUTOEL
0 viog Thg TaLdlokng et Tod uiod Thg eAcLBépac.

But what do the Scriptures say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave
woman will never ever inherit with the son of the free woman.”

3 810, adeAdol, 0Uk €oper MoLOLoKNG Tékva GAAL THG EA€LOEPOC.

Therefore, brothers, we are not children of a slave woman but of a free woman.

TR Erevbeply Mudc XpLotog HAEUBEPWOEY: OTNKETE 0LV Kol UN ALY (uyQ SovAelag évéxeoBe.
Christ has set us free into freedom, therefore stand and do not again become subject to the yoke

of slavery.

3 Gk. Lit. “the now Jerusalem”.



2 "8e éyw Iadrog Aéyw LWLY OtTL €dv mepLtépuvynobe, XpLotog LPaG o08er WpeAnoeL.
Behold! I, Paul, write to you that if you let yourselves be circumcised Christ is no worth to you.
3 LoPTUPOHOL 6 TAALY TWTL GVOPWTR TEPLTEUVOUEVR OTL OPELAETNG €0TLY OAov TOV VOpOV
moLfooL.

Now I testify again, every man who lets himself be circumcised is obligated to do the whole
Law!

+ kotnpynonte ano Xprotod, oltiveg év vouw Sukalodode, Thg yopLTog EEeméonrte.

You have been severed from Christ, you who are justified in law, you have fallen away from
grace!

5 MUeELg yap TVeDUATL €K TLOTEWS EATLON SLkoloolvng dmekdeyopued.

For we who are in Spirit, by faith, wait for the hope of righteousness.

¢ v yap XpLote ‘Inood olte mepLtoun T Loylel obte akpoPuoticr dAAX TLOTLG OU” Gyammg
EVEPYOUPEL.

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is valuable, rather faith working
through love.

7 Etpéyete kaddg tig DUag eévékoyer [Th] dAnBelq un melBeobot;

You were running well, who prevented you from obeying the truth*?

® 1] TELOMOVT 00K €K TOD KXAODVTOG DMAG.

This persuasion is not from the one calling you.

° uikpo COUM 6Aov 10 GOpae. (Upol.

A little yeast leavens the whole lump.

4 Gk. Lit. “who you prevented the truth not obeying” or “who prevented you from not obey the truth”. In
English this becomes a double negative which results in the opposite meaning, hence the above translation.



10 &yw mEMOLOe €1¢ DUAC €V Kuplw OTL 00OV &AL0 ppovnoete: O &€ Tapaoowy LPAC PBroTtdoeL TO
Kplpe, 60TLG € 7).

I have been persuaded in the Lord that you will have no other opinion, but the one disturbing you
will bear the judgment, whoever he may be’.

" UEyo 8¢, adeAdol, €l TepLTouny €Tl knploow, TL €Tl SLWKOMKL; fpe KaTHPynTeL TO
okovdadov Tod otevpod.

But I, brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision why am I still being persecuted? In that case
the offense of the cross has been abolished!

2 "Odelov kal GTOKOYOVTHL Ol GUoOTETODVTEG DUAC.

O! That the ones agitating you would also castrate themselves!

13 Duelc yop €T erevBeplo exAndnTe, ddeAdol: povor un Ty erevbeplov el ddopuny ThH oapkl,
QAL OLo THC dydmng dovAelete GAANAOLC.

For you have been called to liberty, brothers, only do not furn liberty into an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another!

0 yap TG VOUOS €V €Vl A0Yw TETANPWTAL, €V TG GYNTNOELS TOV TANGLOY 00U (G OEUTOV.
For the whole law has been fulfilled in one command®, in the one “You will love your neighbor
just as yourself.”

5 el 8¢ aAANAoUg SakveTe Kal KaTeoOLleTe, PAETETE un LT AAAMNAWY dvaiwbfTe.

But if you are bite and devour one another, beware that you are not consumed by one another!

16 ’ ’ / ~ \ b ’ \ 3 \ !’
Aéyw O€, TVELUATL TEPLTHLTELTE Kal €MLOULAY O0PKOC OV [T TEAEOMTE.

5 A literal translation would be “whoever if he is” but “whoever he may be” makes more sense in English as
exemplified by ESV, NASB, NET, NIV, et al.

6 The ESV, KJV, and NASB are overly literal here translating )L(’)Y(o as “word”. It is obvious that Paul was
not thinking one “word” for he presents a quotation from Lev. 19.18. Therefore, the NET and NIV are preferred
using the translation “commandment/command”.



But I say, Walk in the Spirit and you may never ever fulfill the desire of the flesh!

71 yop oopE EmBupel kato ToD TYelRHTog, TO 8¢ Tredpe koth TR oopkog, TodTe Yo
GAANAOLG GuTikelTal, Tvo pn o € BéAnte tadto ToLfTe.

For the flesh desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, for these ones oppose one
another, that you may not do that which you want.

8 el 8¢ mredpatL dyeobe, oVk €0te LTO VOUOV.

But if you are being led by Spirit, you are not under law.

19 avepd 6¢ €0TLY TO €py TRHC O0PKOG, KTLva EO0TLY Topreln, akobupoie, GoELyeLa,

And the work of the flesh is evident, which is sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery,

2 eldwlolatple, popuakele, €xOpat, €pig, (fAog, Bupol, épLbelal, dLyootaotial, aipéoeLg,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissention, division,

21 hBovoL, LéBuL, KAUOL Kol T OuoLe TOUTOLE, 0 TPOAEYW DULY, KaOwg TPoelmor OTL oL T
toLadtoe Tpoooovteg Paoiieiar Beod od KANPOVOUNGOUOLY.

envy, drunkenness, carousing, and similar things, about which I warn you, just the ones doing
these things will not share in the kingdom of God.

2 o 8¢ kapTOg 10D MVeduaTdg €0TLY GyaTn yopk €Lpnivm, pokpoBuuia xpnoToTng

ayabwovn, TLoTLG

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,

2 mpaltng €YKPATELL: KOTK TOVY TOLOVTWY ODK €0TLY VOMOC.

Gentleness, self-control: against these things there is no law!

2 ol 8¢ oD Xprotod [Inood] Ty oopke E0Talpwony oLV Tol¢ TadMUKOLY Kol Tolg €mLOupioLe.
But the ones of Christ [Jesus] have crucified the flesh with the passions and the desires.

2 Bl (Quer mreddatt, TUeOUaTL Kol OTOLYOUED.

If we live in Spirit, in Spirit also we should walk.



% un yopeda kevodotol, aAiniovg TpokeAoluevoL, aAAAoLg GBovodVTeC.

Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Exegesis and Exposition

The Apostle Paul has been addressing the absurdities of the Judaizers by telling his
audience that they should not understand themselves as slaves, but as sons (4.7). He sees that the
Galatian church is suffering from an identity crisis. As sons they should not let anyone judge
them on the basis of law observance which is essentially the same approach to God as their
former days as pagans (vv. 8-11). This type of religion is for those who are enslaved to their
gods. Paul, a Jew, urges his readers to follow his example instead knowing that he suffered to
bring them the gospel (vv.12-20).

It is from this platform that he launches into his polemic. He begins by arguing that the
Law speaks of itself just as Paul speaks of the Law. He presents an allegory from Gen. 16.1-
18.21; 21.1-21. In this allegory Ishmael, the son from the slave woman Hagar, represents those
who are genetic descendents of Abraham, but not descendents of the promise. Ironically, those
who understood themselves to be the true descendents of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob are
not be equated with those who were descendents of Abraham through Ishmael! Paul then turns to
Gentiles who are not genetic descendents of Abraham and he declares that they are the true
children of the promise like Isaac!

Furthering the polemic against his own people he rebukes the authority of Jerusalem,
which we may assume to be the source of the Judaizers, by equating the modern, earthly
Jerusalem with (1) the old covenant, (2) Mount Sinai, and (3) the slave woman Hagar (vv. 22-
25). Those who want to be under the Law must realize that those who remain under such a

covenant are essentially slaves! They are not the children of the promise. It could be that Paul



understands the new covenant to be part of the promise and therefore anyone who does not
participate in the new covenant, by default, cannot be a child of promise.

On the other hand, the new covenant is symbolized by the heavenly “above” Jerusalem.
This is the “New Jerusalem”. The above Jerusalem is where God dwells and the authority of the
above Jerusalem supersedes the earthly Jerusalem. Likewise, those who are part of the new
covenant from the New Jerusalem are like Sarah who could not have children but miraculously

gave birth to the promised child, Isaac (vv. 26-28).
To explain the persecution of the Christians by the Judaizers Paul interprets PrT313 in

Gen 21.9 as Ishmael laughing in mockery of Isaac, which is why Sarah wanted Hagar and
Ishmael thrown out. Likewise, the Judaizers mock and scorn the true children of promise. The
Judaizers will be cast out (vv. 29-31).

Paul returns from his allegory to the current situation: as free children the Christians
should not return to slavery (like the Judaizers) (5.1). There is a decision that needs to be made
between either the old covenant before Christ (symbolized by submission to circumcision) or the
new covenant of Christ. One cannot have both; one must choose between one and another. If one
thinks circumcision is necessary that this equates with thinking Messiah has not come and
therefore Jesus cannot benefit such a person. It is apparent that Paul begs the question that
Messiah’s arrival will result in the end of the old covenant and the beginning of the new. If this is
so acceptance of the old covenant necessitates rejection of the new and therefore rejection of
Christ (vv. 2-4)!

As with other places where Paul juxtaposes old and new covenants the analogy moves to
Spirit/faith v. flesh/works (vv. 5-6). Paul condemns the person who has led the Galatians back

into the old covenant way of life (vv. 7-10). Paul has not preached such a thing to them, if he had



he himself would not also have been persecuted. If he had preached circumcision he would have
nullified the offense of the cross. It is obvious here that Paul knows that the Galatians know he
preached the cross and Christ alone (v. 11)!

In what may be the most entertaining polemical statement ever written Paul rhetorically
suggest that he wishes that those who place so much emphasis on circumcision would go all the
way by castrating themselves (v. 12)! He wishes that the Galatians would realize they are free
children. Freedom is equated with loving one another. As if to head off an argument from the
Judaizers, that Paul is teaching some sort of antinomianism, Paul shows that free children of the
Spirit are characterized by mutual service to one another through love (v. 13). The true meaning
of the Law can be summarized from the statement in Lev. 19.18 “Love your neighbor as
yourself”. Paul shows that those who are Spirit empowered do this very thing thereby fulfilling
the Law (v. 14)! The Judaizers try to keep the Law, yet fail in the flesh.

The religion of the Judaizers results in division and internal conflict; it results in “biting”
and “devouring” one another (v. 15). If the Galatians continue to follow this way they will be
destroyed. Rather, if they would walk in the Spirit in which they already live they will avoid
those things that are truly evil which Paul lists (vv. 17-21).

Equally, those who are living by Spirit will not only avoid those things Paul listed but
also they will be characterized by a list of virtues Paul calls “the fruit of the Spirit”. In other
words, if the Spirit truly dwells within the natural outworking’ will be love, joy, peace, et al (vv.

22-23). This is because those who are Christ’s are co-crucified with him and therefore their

7 I do not mean that these fruits are automatic results of being filled with the Spirit. If this were so there
would be no reason for Paul to use so many imperatives in his epistles. I am saying that evidence that the Spirit is
being submitted to will be these characteristics forming, over time, in the life of the believer.



fleshly nature is dying (v. 24). Since this is true of the Galatians they simply need to become

what they already are (vv. 25-26).

Conclusion: Pneumatological Aspect

As in other places (e.g. 2 Cor. 3.5-18; Gal. 3.1-14) one of Paul’s primary juxtapositions is
between the new covenant as a Spirit covenant and the old covenant as a Law covenant. It is
apparent from this text that one response to Paul’s critique of the Law may have been that there
will be no moral norms if the Law is forsaken. Paul disagrees with such a statement. Rather,
those who are trying to obey the Law end of “biting” and “devouring” one another (5.15). Those
who are filled with the Spirit restore one another (6.1). Law adherence results in what modern
commentators call “legalism”. Spirit adherence results in “fruit” that is exactly what the Law
calls for yet cannot produce (5.22-23).

For Paul the new covenant is a Spirit covenant. It is by the Spirit that Christian fulfill the
Law. The Law is encapsulated in loving one’s neighbor as oneself (v. 14). If this is so, Paul
seems to argue, why is it that when the Galatians try to follow the way of the Judaizers they are
destroying each other? Equally, when they try the way of the Judaizers the “works of the flesh”
are the only result (vv. 19-21). But when they are led by the Spirit the fruits of such submission
are the very characteristics the Law calls for (vv. 21-22), especially in that it results in a

community of people who love their neighbor as themselves which is best depicted by restoring

the fallen brother (6.1).



