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Introduction

The following paper will be an exegetical commentary of Romans 1.1-14. This will
include an examination of the Greek text', a translation of the text, and an overview of important
grammar and syntax issues, noted textual variants®, and commentary. It will conclude with a
synthesis of the meaning/intent of this passage.

Exegesis and Commentary on the Text
1 O06ev dpa VOV kortdkpupe Toig &v XpLotg Tnood.’
Therefore, now [there is] no condemnation for the ones in Christ Jesus.

This section begins with the inferential participle &pa which indicates that what it
forthcoming is proceeding from what has just been presented in chapter seven. The adverb viv
enhances the participle and this is likely referring back to the conclusion reaches in 7.24-25 that
Christ is the one who delivers from the “body of death”. Because of this the result is that there is
no condemnation (O08¢v... katdkpipe ). The qualifier (who this is applied toward) is the dative
of sphere & XpLot® ‘Inood which echoes the Adam-Christ discussion from 5.14-21.

2 & yap véuog tod mrebpatog thig (ufig &v XpLotg Inood Alevbépwaéy ae 4md tod véuov TG
apoptiog kel Tod Bovatov.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and

death.

1 We will be using the Novum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland 27th Edition. Copyright (c) 1993 Deutsch
Bibelgesellschaft, Stuttgart. If there are significant textual variants it will be noted in the commentary.

2 All textual variants of importance will be discussed in footnotes in order to preserve the flow of the
exegetical commentary.

3 There are later manuscripts that include pm ket oopke TepimatodoLy which is an interpolation from v. 4
(see Metzger, Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2™ ed. 455).



The coordinating conjunction y&p has an explanatory function. Therefore, an aspect of
what it means of be “in Christ” is the véuog that is characterized by Spirit (tod Tvedpatog =
descriptive genitive). Subsequently, the Spirit is characterized as/by life (tfic {wfic = descriptive
genitive). It is this Spirit that has set the reader free (JAcvBépwaév) from an antithetical law. This
law is characterized by sin (tfi¢ dpaptiag = descriptive genitive) and death (tod Bavdtov =
descriptive genitive).

* To yop Gdbvatoy tod vépov &v ¢ fobével Sui Thig ompkde, 6 Bedg TOV €xvtod VIOV Téwog Ev
opoLwpatL oepkog duaptiog kel mepl dpaptiag kotékpLvey THY duaptiay év Tf oapki,

For the law was powerless in that it was weak through the flesh, [therefore] God sent His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and with reference to sin he judged the sin in the
flesh.

Again, a coordinating conjunction has an explanatory function. The Spirit is necessary
because the law was powerless in overcoming sin (&60vetov Tod véuov = accusative + attributed
genitive). The law is powerless not in and of itself, but through the flesh (6& + genitive =
agency). It is because of fallen human nature that the law cannot function correctly.

While the Spirit is the solution at one end the source of this solution appears to be God
sending his own (reflexive pronoun) Son. The Son was sent “in the likeness” of sinful flesh
(6porwpary refers to a likeness, a representation). Therefore, the Apostle is being very specific in
affirming that Christ was genuinely human while being equally specific that he was not like
humans who have descended from Adam (again, the concepts in this passage are grounded in the
earlier Adam-Christ contrast).

It appears that the Apostle deduces that the Son coming in flesh is the means by which he

was able to judge sin in the flesh (&v t§ oapki). He introduces a play on words showing that the



reason why believers have no condemnation is because the Son condemned/judged sin
(ketaxpipe in v.1 w. katékpLyey in v. 3). Since sin itself has been judged it no longer has the
power to judge.

* Tve 10 dikoiwpe oD VoL TANPWOTR &v MUTv Tolg uf) Kot Odpke. TEPLTOTODOLY GAAL Kot
Tvedpo.

In order that the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled in us, the ones walking not
according to flesh but according to Spirit.

The subordinating conjunction {ve functions as a purpose conjunction (in order that). The
Son judged sin in the flesh in order that the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled. Due to the
complexity of this statement it is best to designate t0 Sikaiwpe Tod VOpov as an aporetic genitive
(the righteousness characterized by law).

The aorist passive TAnpwOf) indicates that this fulfilling does not occur because of the
believer, but rather the Spirit does it “in us” (&v fuiv). “We” are defined by a negative—the ones
who does not walk according to flesh—and a positive—the ones who walk according to Spirit.
The present active participle mepimatodoLy indicates that this is something that is currently
(progressively?) occurring.

° ol yop kot odpke dvreg o Thg oapkdg ppovodoLy, ol & kot Tredua t& tod MrEduaTog.
For the ones who are according to flesh are disposed to the flesh, but the ones according to
Spirit, are the ones of the Spirit.

Again, we have another coordinating conjunction (y&p) with an explanatory function. The

reason we walk according to the Spirit is because we are the ones of the Spirit. There is a

“disposition” (= ppovodoLv translated here as “disposition” for lack of a better word) based on

who someone is ontologically. The reasons non-Christians walk according to the flesh is because



they are the ones of flesh. 8vteg indicates that is the nature of the very existence of these two
groups of people. Once again, we find concepts grounded in the Adam-Christ juxtaposition.
There is a Spirit group and a flesh group.

¢ 10 yop Pppbrnue thc oopkdc Bdvatog, T S€ Pppdvnua Tod mreduatoc (ot kel elpivn

For the disposition to the flesh is death, but the disposition of the Spirit is life and peace,

And again, we have a coordinating conjunction with an explanatory function. In vv. 4-6
the Apostle contrast the Spirit-flesh. On the one hand, those of Spirit fulfill the law. Those of
Spirit are defined by the Spirit. These same ones are directed toward life and peace. On the other
hand, by default, those without the Spirit cannot fulfill the law. These one remain defined by
their fleshly existence and those who remain fleshly are death-bound. Again, this is all grounded
in the Adam-Christ contrast.

7 8L6TL TO Ppdrnue Thic caprdg €xBpa eic Bedy, T¢) yp vouw Tod Beod ody Umotdaoetal, 0ddE
yap Shvatar

because the disposition of the flesh is enmity toward God, for unto the law of God they are
not subordinate, for they are now even able,

This v. begins with a subordinating conjunction. It provides reasons for why flesh = death
and Spirit = life. The disposition of the flesh is equated to enmity with God (t0 ¢pdvnua tfig
capk0g is appositional to €x0pe). Inherent in this statement is the suggestion that those who are
not in the sphere of Spirit are not able to be in anything but enmity toward God.

The coordinating conjunction y&p connects those who are fleshly are not able to be
subordinate (or submitted) to the law of God. Another coordinating conjunction further explains

that those who are of flesh are not subordinate to the law because they are not able. It is implied



here that those who are Spirit are able to submit to the law of God. This is why those who are of
Spirit are able to find life and peace.

% ol 8¢ & onpkl Bvtec e dpéon o) Shvavtal.

but the ones who are in flesh are not able to be pleasing unto God.

The coordinating conjunction e likely has a correlative function rather than adversative.
The subject has not yet shifted. The Apostle is still writing about those who are flesh. He writes
of them as being (6vteg) “in flesh”. &v oapkl is likely a dative of sphere as we continue to see the
Adam-Christ theme to which he has been alluding.

The statement “not able to please” (&péoar o0 dvavtal) at the end of v. 8 rhetorically
reemphasizes the previous point made in v. 7. Those who are of flesh are not able to be
subordinate to the law of God. Therefore, it is likewise true that those who are of the flesh are not
able to be pleasing to God.
® Dueic 8¢ olic &ote &v oopkl dAAL &V mvedportt, €lmep mredua Beod olkel &v Duiv. el &€ Tig
mredpuo Xprotod olk €xet, obtog odk €otiy adrod.

But you are not in the flesh but in Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if
someone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of him.

The coordinating conjunction 8¢ functions adversatively here. The Apostle is contrasting
his readers with those who are fleshly. Again, this is not so much about a pattern of actions as it
is about an ontologically reality (éot¢). The readers are not of the sphere of flesh (odk... év
oapkL) but of the sphere of Spirit (&AM & mvebuati). Again, it ought to be emphasized that there
are continual parallels here to the earlier Adam-Christ juxtaposition. It is here that the Apostle

has been very intentional in displaying how those who are “in Christ” = those who are “in

Spirit”. Only those in Christ can be those in Spirit.



As to make sure the point has been clarified the subordinating conjunction €lmep
emphasizes that those who are not flesh are those who are Spirit only if the Spirit of God (mvedua
Beov) “dwells” in them. The genitive of reference functions here to clarify which S/spirit must be
dwelling within the reader. It must be the Spirit of God.

The use of oikel seems to echo temple reference made by the Apostle elsewhere but it is
not as explicit. That he addresses his audience in the dative plural (év Opiv) should not be
exaggerated. There is no intention of making this a specifically corporate statement but rather it
is intentionally addressing every reader.

0 el 8¢ XpLotog &v DUy, 10 pev oo vekpdy dut duaptioy tO 8¢ mredun (wh SLk
Sikotootvmy.

But if Christ is in you, indeed the body is dead because of sin but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

Again, we have a coordinating conjunction that is functioning adversatively (). The
Apostle is contrasting those who are not of God because the Spirit does not dwell in them. The
conditional sentence (el) appears to function rhetorically since it is evident from the bulk of this
section that he considers his audience to be Spirit people.

It is interesting that he equates the presence of the Spirit with the presence of Christ
(Xprotog év dutv) showing that it is not possible to have the Spirit by some other means that by
through identification with Christ. Furthermore, this supports the ongoing thesis that being “in
Christ” is accessible only by being “in Spirit” and being “in Spirit” is only possible by being
identified with Christ.

70...00pe vekpdy has death functioning as a sort of appositional adjective. The body is

equated with death. This is “on account of” of “because of” (u& + accusative) sin. The



adversative coordinating conjunction & functions to contrast the dying flesh with Spirit which is
life (we have another apposition in mvedpa {wn).

The second contrast is that the body = death because of sin and likewise the Spirit = life
because of righteousness (81L& dikerocbvmy; Suk + accusative). It does not appear that
“righteousness” here is equated with correct behavior but rather with the statement in vv. 3-4
regarding the Son of God coming in order that we may be able to fulfill the purpose of the law.

" €l & 10 mredpa Tod Eyelpavtoc oV ‘Incody &k vekpdy olkel &v buiv, 6 eyelpac Xprotov &
Vekp@V {woTmoLhoeL Kal T& Byntd owpete DPdY Suk Tod Evolkodrtog adtod TYebpatog &V DULY.
But if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who
raised Christ from the dead will also make alive your mortal bodies through his Spirit, the
one who lives in you.

8¢ has a correlative function once again since the thought has not changed. Again, the
conditional sentence (ei) appears rhetorical since his readers have been assumed to be Spirit
people (though the principle is being made that if someone is not part of the church this person is
not considered as sharing in the forthcoming statement). “The Spirit” who has already been
designated as the one that is “of God”, and the means by which someone is “in Christ” and by
which Christ is in them, is qualified again as the “of the one who raised Jesus from the dead”.
The Apostle intentionally equates the resurrecting Spirit with the one who is of the one who
raised Jesus and who now “dwells” (oikel) in believers. It is because of this indwelling that the
same one who raised Christ from the dead (rhetorical repetition) will make alive. {pomoifoeL is a
future active indicative which emphasizes that the Spirit will do in the future what he has already

done for Christ, namely resurrect.



The Apostle emphasizes that our mortal bodies (t& 6vntd owpate HudY) will be
resurrected. In v. 10 he just emphasized the body is dead because of sin. Now he says that this
body will be resurrected. It appears that the emphasis may be upon the reality that the Spirit who
is redeeming within the person eventually will complete the process by redeeming the very thing
(the body) that sin has deconstructed.

The means by which this will occur is “through his Spirit” (8ue...«dtod Tvedpntog). Again, it is
the Spirit that is the one who actually does the raising/resurrecting of the believer. This event in
occurs within believers (év buiv = locative dative).

2 7Apa odv, ddeAdol, dbelAétal &opcy ol T onpkl Tod katd odpka (Av,

Now therefore, brothers, we are indebted not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh,

As with v. 1 we have an inferential participle enhanced by the adverb indicating the
Apostle is about to begin another subject dependent on the previous one. Since we have the
Spirit and since we will be resurrected by the Spirit it is the logical conclusion that “we are not
indebted (dpeLrétar) to the flesh to live according to the flesh.” Throughout this passage it is
indicated over and over that believers have a choice as to whether or not they will allow the
Spirit to work in them. It appears that there is a restoration of human willpower when one is
filled with the Spirit that is not found in those who are fleshly.

" el yop ket odpke (fite, périete dmoBriokelr el 8¢ mveduaty tog Tpafelg Tod GWHATOG
Bavatolte, (foeabe.
for if you live according to flesh, you are destine to die, but if in Spirit you put to death the

deeds of the body, you will live.



The coordinating conjunction y&p function as an explanation of the previous statement.
The first class conditional statement (ev + indicative) assumes that someone will live according
to the flesh (keta. oopke) and if this is the so that person is destine (uéAAete) for death.

d¢ functions here adversatively. The second first class conditional statement (v +
indicative) again begs the question assuming that one is in Spirit. Those who are in Spirit
currently (Bavatodte = present active indicative) put to death the deeds of the body. The result is
that in the future they (you) will live ({fjoeaBe = future middle indicative).
4 BooL yap mvebuatt Beod &yovtal, obroL viol Geod elowy.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God these ones are sons of God.

yap again functions to further explain the previous statement. Those who are in Spirit but
to death the deeds of the body subsequently are the same ones led by the Spirit. The Spirit is
again modified by the genitive of reference reminding the reader of the specificity of the identity
of the Spirit—it is the Spirit of God. It is these very ones who are led by the Spirit who are the
sons of God.

Conclusion

The Apostle reintroduces the concept of two spheres that we find in chapter five but this
time rather than the contrast being between Adam and Christ it is now between Spirit and flesh.
It is likely that there is a parallel analogy being presented in which the Apostle is displaying that
being “in Christ” is equated with being “in Spirit” (i.e. you cannot be in Christ without the Spirit
and equally you cannot be in the Spirit without Christ). Whether or not one is able to submit to
the law of God in a way that pleases God is not determined by behavior, per se, but rather by
ontology. Those who are Spirit people will be default begin functioning in the Spirit. Those who

are still flesh people cannot do anything other than act of that nature.






